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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 191424 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OES-09 SS-15 SAS-03 SIG-03 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 
SP-02 NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 ACDA-12 
10-14 EB-08 NRC-07 SOE-02 DOE-15 CEQ-01 /124R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/INS: AATHIB AULT, JR. :EI 

APPROVED BY NEA/INS:JRMALOTT, ACTING 

OES/NET/NEP:MGUHIN 

T:PTYSON 

S/AS:ALOCKE 

NEA:JMIKLOS 

005984 282227Z/14 

O 282141Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMCONSUL BOMBAY IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 191424 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON DESAI STATEMENT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JULY 28 NOON PRESS GUIDANCE ON 
PRIME MINISTER DESAI'S STATEMENT TO PARLIAMENT OF JULY 26. 

ISSUE DID NOT ARISE AT BRIEFING. BEGIN TEXT - 

Q - DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON PRESS REPORTS THAT PRIME 
MINISTER DESAI IS BACKING OFF FROM EARLIER PLEDGES NOT TO 
DETONATE NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES? 

A - WE HAVE SEEN THESE REPORTS BASED ON DEBATE IN THE 
INDIAN PARLIAMENT. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE THAT THE PRIME 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 191424 

MINISTER'S STATEMENT HAS BEEN MISINTERPRETED AND WE HAVE 
BEEN ASSURED THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN THE INDIAN POLICY 
OF REJECTING NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS FOR ANY PURPOSES. 

Q - (IF ASKED) WHAT ABOUT DESAI'S STATEMENT THAT HE COULD 
NOT BIND HIS SUCCESSORS TO HIS POSITION ON PNES? 
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A - 1 THINK THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WAS EXPRESSING HIMSELF 
IN PHILOSOPHICAL TERMS. HIS STATEMENTS ON PNES AND NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS IN GENERAL HAVE BEEN VERY FIRM, EXPRESSED IN SUCH 
FORA AS THE SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT, AND THUS CARRY 

CONSIDERABLE WEIGHT. WE HOPE, OF COURSE, THAT THIS BASIC 
POLICY CAN BE FURTHER REINFORCED THROUGH INTERNATIONAL 
UNDERSTANDINGS ON SAFEGUARDS AND CONTROLS. VANCE 
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